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The wine sample is mixed with the total acidity buffer. The sample acidity neutralizes a
proportionate amount of hydroxide ions (OH–) in the buffer. The decreased concentration of
OH– ions dialyzes across a membrane, causing the bromocresol purple indicator to change
color. The absorbance is measured at 420 nm.

Proteins and colored compounds that could interfere are removed by dialysis.

Range: 0.35–15 g/L as tartaric acid
0.035–1.5 g/100 mL as tartaric acid

Throughput: 60 samples/hour
Precision:

1.0 g/L or 0.10 g/100 mL <3% RSD
15 g/L or 1.5 g/100 mL <2% RSD

Method Detection Limit (MDL): not determined

Brij®-35, 30% w/v (Part #A21-0110-33) Sodium Phosphate Dibasic Dodecahydrate,
Bromocresol Purple, C
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The Method Detection Limit (MDL) of this method was not determined because total acidity
concentrations below 0.01 g/L are not of interest in the analysis of wine.
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Total Acidity in Wine by SFA

Brij is a registered trademark of ICI Americas.
Triton is a registered trademark of Union Carbide Corp.
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